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FACTS  ABOUT  WICHITA  VALLEY  FARliS 


Department  of  Agriculture 
Farm  Security  Administration 


Wiohita  Valley  Farms 

In  Wichita  County,  below  the  Panhandle  in  northern 
Texas  near  Wichita  Falls.    Project  Headquarters: 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas. 

Started  by  F.E.R.A.  in  1934,  Wichita  Valley  Farms  was 
transferred  to  the  Resettlement  Administration  by 
Executive  Order.    Preliminary  approval  was  made,  Decem- 
ber 5,  1935;  final  approval,  March  7,  1936.  Construction 
was  begun  October  16,  1936. 

The  project  was  designed  to  establish  a  community  for 
tenant-farmer  families  and  low- income  families  forced  to 
go  on  relief  because  of  poor  farming  land  or  because  of 
drought.    These  families  are  being  given  an  opportunity 
to  become  self-supporting  and  to  raise  their  standard 
of  living. 

Most  of  the  5,305  acres  of  this  agricultural  community 
project  in  Wichita  County  Irrigation  District  No.  2 
was  in  cultivation  when  purchased,  or  had  been  previously 
farmed.    On  the  92  farm  tracts,  averaging  51  acres  each, 
cotton  and  alfalfa  are  the  principal  cash  crops.  Grain 
is  grown  for  livestock  feed.    Dairy  cows,  hogs,  poultry, 
fruit,  and  vegetables  are  raised  to  supplement  cash  income 
and  to  provide  the  major  portion  of  family  food  supplies. 
Good  marketing  and  shipping  facilities  are  available  in 
the  area. 

Schools,  parks,  and  other  recreational  facilities  are 
accessible  in  nearby  communities.  A  community  center 
will  be  built  on  the  project,  and  new  roads  are  under 
construction. 

The  88  new  houses  of  3,  4,  and  5  rooms  and  the  4  remodeled 
houses  have  sanitary  plumbing,  baths  and  other  conveniences. 
Each  homestead  has  a  barn,  poultry  house,  hog  house,  well 
house,  and  is  adequately  fenced. 

Water  is  supplied  for  domestic  needs  by  individual  wells 
with  electric  pressure  pumps.    Sewage  disposal  is  maintained 
by  individual  septic  tanks  and  tile  disposal  fields. 
Electricity  is  furnished  by  a  private  company. 


Canals  and  laterals  are  "being  built  to  extend  the  existing 
irrigation  system  to  individual  homesteads,  and  adequate 
drainage  is  beinr  provided. 

HOMESTEADERS:  Relief  problems  in  this  section  were  complicated  by  the 

migration  of  many  tenant  farm  families  from  the  drought 
sections  of  Texas.    Homesteaders  were  selected  largely 
from  this  group  and  from  other  low-income  farm  families 
who  were  on  or  near  relief. 


